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Fate of endotoxin activity in the course of advanced water purification process
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Field surveys on the fate of endotoxin (ET) activity were conducted at four Japanese drinking water
purification plants in autumn 2016. Chemical coagulation followed by sedimentation significantly
decreased ET activity dissolved in water (free-ET) and that associated with bacterial cell walls (bound-
ET). Ozonation followed by granular activated carbon filtration drastically increased free-ET. Post

water purification, e.g., post sand filtration, would be the key to control residual ET in finished water.
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